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Biophysical Journal Volume 106 May 2014 E01–E02 E01EDITORIALBiophysical Journal and the Biophysics CommunityAs the Biophysical Society’s journal, Biophysical Journal
has the privilege to serve the biophysics research com-
munity. While other journals may include subspecialties
in biophysics or applications of various biophysical tech-
niques, Biophysical Journal publishes biophysics in all its
depth and breadth. As the Society’s journal, Biophysical
Journal has the responsibility to listen and respond to the
needs of its authors and readers who are working in our
rich and ever-growing field.THE EDITORIAL PROCESS
We understand that a journal’s review process is of para-
mount importance to authors. In fact, the most important
benefit of submitting your articles in Biophysical Journal
is responsive, high-quality review. Such reviews are only
achieved because Biophysical Journal’s Editorial Board
includes more than 110 biophysicists who are prominent
working scientists representing the full breadth of our field.
Editors are assigned a submission based on their own
research specialty, so authors can be assured that their
work will be understood and appreciated. The editors are
charged with soliciting reviewers and ultimately judging if
the article is acceptable. Biophysical Journal is justifiably
proud of the comprehensive reviews our submissions
receive. I repeatedly hear from authors that the reviews
helped them to significantly improve their articles. Here is
a quote from an author whose article was not accepted for
publication:
The reviews that we recently got back from BJ were long
and detailed. . there is no question that the reviewers
worked hard and took the job seriously. I am certain that
we have all had recent experiences where the review process
has left us wondering whether or not the reviewers even read
the paper. This is not the case for Biophysical Journal. In my
experience with the journal, the quality of the editors and the
reviewers is extremely high. ...These days, when I send off a
paper for review, I feel like we are just flipping a coin. Heads
and the reviewers will read it. Flip it again to determine if
they will really understand the content. I think Biophysical
Journal is a journal where an author can really be confident
that the paper will be evaluated in depth and expertly.Submitted April 2, 2014, and accepted for publication April 2, 2014.
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0006-3495/14/05/0001/2 $2.00In addition to being fair and comprehensive, our review
process is generally fast with an average of fewer than
30 days between submission and first decision. Thank you
to all our dedicated volunteer editors and reviewers for as-
suring that this central function of our Journal continues
to be so effectively responsive to the needs of our authors.NEW: LONGER ARTICLE OPTION
It is almost always possible to convincingly convey key
research findings in 10 pages of text and figures (given
that control experiments or details that may be required to
reproduce the reported results can be judiciously placed in
the SupportingMaterial). The editors believe that the current
article length limit of 10 pages (~12 with references) en-
hances readability. But, we have also heard from some in
the biophysics community that there are instances when
it is simply not possible to tell your stories within this
constraint. Biophysical Journal’s goal is to publish the best
biophysics, including complex research that may justifiably
require additional journal real-estate. Therefore, effective
July 1, articles longer than 12 pages will be permitted, but
will require a justification and will also be assessed a higher
page charge for each page beyond the 12-page target.NEW: COMPUTATIONAL TOOLS
Biophysics continues to evolve and grow. Our Editors have
seen a need for a new article category called ‘‘Computa-
tional Tools’’ (CTs). These articles, which will describe
software and databases that can help our readers in their
research, will be up to five pages in length, including refer-
ences. The CT should be new or should describe a signifi-
cant new feature in an existing computational resource.
All CTs will have to be freely accessible and open to the
research community. The article should describe what the
CT does and how (e.g., descriptions of new algorithms or
theories that are implemented by the software). The article
should also describe how the CT can be applied to biophys-
ical problems, preferably with an example. The CT article
is not intended to be a user guide, which, together with
any requisite download instructions, should be available
on the authors’ website. These articles will be reviewed
for the CT’s general usefulness to biophysics research;
reviewers will also be asked to test the CT software or
explore CT databases.http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bpj.2014.04.002
E02 EditorialThose of us working on Biophysical Journal have lots of
ideas and plans that are at various stages of development.
For example, watch for the newly designed Biophysical
Journal website, set to roll out as I write this. We are also
producing our first special issue, which will focus on Quan-
titative Cell Biology; it is being edited by Dave Piston, who
is now accepting submissions for review, with a target for
publication in November. We continue our commitment toBiophysical Journal 106(9) E01–E02being responsive to both the needs of the growing
biophysics research community and to the opportunities
that new publishing technologies and the changes in our
field present to us. And, we always remain open to your
ideas and suggestions.
Leslie M. Loew*
Editor-in-Chief
